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Description

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

NePP

NASN Postdoctoral Program

0051-NPP-MAR26-JPL-PlanetSci

All applications must be submitted in Zintellect

ORAU Pathfinder

Please visit the NASA Postdoctoral Program website for application
instructions and requirements: How to Apply | NASA Postdoctoral Program
(orau.org)

A complete application to the NASA Postdoctoral Program includes:

1. Research proposal
2. Three letters of recommendation
3. Official doctoral transcript documents

3/1/2026 6:00:59 PM Eastern Time Zone

About the NASA Postdoctoral Program

The NASA Postdoctoral Program (NPP) offers unique research
opportunities to highly-talented scientists to engage in ongoing NASA
research projects at a NASA Center, NASA Headquarters, or at a NASA-
affiliated research institute. These one- to three-year fellowships are
competitive and are designed to advance NASA’s missions in space
science, Earth science, aeronautics, space operations, exploration
systems, and astrobiology.

Whether you are just
starting your career or
already at a senior level,
ORAU offers internships,
fellowships, research
opportunities, and contract
positions that can provide
you with invaluable
experience. Download the
ORAU Pathfinder mobile
app and find the right
opportunity to propel you
along your career path!

Description:

The Voyager, Galileo and Cassini missions have provided an amazing yield
of scientific results. Among these are new, strange and even bizarre
observations of the icy bodies that exist in the outer solar system (e.g.
global sub-ice oceans on Europa, geysers that eject water and carbon-
bearing compounds into space on Enceladus, surfaces stained by sulfur
and its chemical reaction products and nitrogen materials that may be
distributed between Titan and Rhea at Saturn). We are examining
photochemical reaction processes with step-wise variable control of
wavelength in order to understand and unravel the nature of the processes
active on these bodies and to understand the physical aspects of the water
ice surfaces that respond to solar photons and thermal cycling. These very
precise, definitive laboratory data will be used to compare laboratory
signatures with spacecraft observations — hopefully elucidating materials
present and processes responsible for their existence. Opportunities exist
to work in the laboratory with unique, state-of-the-art investigative
equipment that prepares and follows the physical processes and chemical
reactions in highly characterized doped water ice layers by utilizing optical
spectroscopy and mass spectrometry.
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References: 1. R. Hodyss, P. V. Johnson, G. E. Orzechowska, and |. Kanik,
Carbon dioxide segregation in mixed CO2:H20 ices, Icarus (2007),
doi:10.1016/j.icarus.2007.10.005 2. G. E. Orzechowska, J. D. Goguen, P. V.
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Johnson, A. Tsapin, and |. Kanik Ultraviolet Photolysis of Amino Acids in a
100K Water Ice Matrix: Application to the Outer Solar System Bodies,
Icarus , 187, 584-591 (2007).

Location:
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Pasadena, California

Field of Science:Planetary Science

Advisors:

Paul Johnson
paul.v.johnson@jpl.nasa.gov
818-393-4749

Applications with citizens from Designated Countries will not be
accepted at this time, unless they are Legal Permanent Residents of
the United States. A complete list of Designated Countries can be found
at: https://www.nasa.gov/oiir/export-control.

Eligibility is currently open to:

¢ U.S. Citizens;

e U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents (LPR);

« Foreign Nationals eligible for an Exchange Visitor J-1 visa status; and,

o Applicants for LPR, asylees, or refugees in the U.S. at the time of
application with 1) a valid EAD card and 2) 1-485 or 1-589 forms in
pending status

Questions about this opportunity? Please email npp@orau.org

Point of Contact Mikeala

Eligibility e« Degree: Doctoral Degree.
Requirements

Generated: 1/25/2026 4:11:01 PM


https://www.nasa.gov/oiir/export-control
mailto:npp@orau.org
mailto:npp@orau.org

