
Organization National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

Reference Code 0040-NPP-MAR26-ABProg-Astrobio

How to Apply All applications must be submitted in Zintellect

Please visit the NASA Postdoctoral Program website for application
instructions and requirements: How to Apply | NASA Postdoctoral Program
(orau.org)

A complete application to the NASA Postdoctoral Program includes:

1. Research proposal
2. Three letters of recommendation
3. Official doctoral transcript documents

Application Deadline 3/1/2026 6:00:59 PM Eastern Time Zone

Description About the NASA Postdoctoral Program

The NASA Postdoctoral Program (NPP) offers unique research
opportunities to highly-talented U.S. and non-U.S. scientists to engage in
ongoing NASA research projects at a NASA Center, NASA Headquarters, or
at a NASA-affiliated research institute. These one- to three-year fellowships
are competitive and are designed to advance NASA’s missions in space
science, Earth science, aeronautics, space operations, exploration
systems, and astrobiology.

Description:

Planetary Science analog-mission research addresses the need for
integrated interdisciplinary field experiments as an integral part of
preparation for future human and robotic missions. Future astrobiological
research associated with Solar System exploration requires the
development of relevant, miniaturized instrumentation capable of extensive
operations on lunar, asteroid, and planetary surfaces throughout the Solar
System. To this end, and in collaboration with other Directorates at NASA
and other agencies, the Planetary Science and Technology Through Analog
Research (PSTAR) program includes investigations focused on exploring
the relevant environments on Earth in order to develop a sound technical
and scientific basis to conduct astrobiological research on other Solar
System bodies.

Applicants who apply for this research opportunity and are subsequently
selected for an NPP award are expected to attend the Astrobiology
Graduate Conference (AbGradCon) and/or the Astrobiology Science
Conference (AbSciCon) using the travel funds that are conferred as part of
the NPP award.

Field of Science: Astrobiology

Advisors:

 ORAU Pathfinder

Whether you are just
starting your career or
already at a senior level,
ORAU offers internships,
fellowships, research
opportunities, and contract
positions that can provide
you with invaluable
experience. Download the
ORAU Pathfinder mobile
app and find the right
opportunity to propel you
along your career path!

Visit ORAU Pathfinder 
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Chris Carr

cecarr@gatech.edu

404-894-5669
 
Cynthia Dinwiddie

cdinwiddie@swri.org

210-522-6085

 
Christine M Foreman

cforeman@montana.edu

406-994-2272

 
Britney Schmidt

britneys@cornell.edu

607-255-6920
 
Christopher Haberle

Christopher.Haberle@nau.edu

541-519-1903

Kevin P. Hand

khand@jpl.nasa.gov

626-487-5379

 
Mary Beth Wilhelm

marybeth.wilhelm@nasa.gov

650-604-2796

 
Abigail A. Fraeman

abigail.a.fraeman@jpl.nasa.gov

626-616-5071

 
Sean Peters

sean.peters@colorado.edu

928-581-5397

 
Brian Glass

brian.glass@nasa.gov

650-604-3512

 
 

 

Eligibility is currently open to: 

U.S. Citizens; 

U.S. Lawful Permanent Residents (LPR);  
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Foreign Nationals eligible for an Exchange Visitor J-1 visa status; and, 

Applicants for LPR, asylees, or refugees in the U.S. at the time of application with 1) a

valid EAD card and 2) I-485 or I-589 forms in pending status 

Questions about this opportunity? Please email npp@orau.org

Point of Contact Mikeala

Eligibility
Requirements

Degree: Doctoral Degree.
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